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Flow Chart: Steps to Rely on Another IRB 
              Start 

  

 

 

 

 

Confirm with the reviewing IRB that 
they agree to review for UCLA.   

UCLA PI will submit a request 
to rely on an external IRB in 
BruinIRB. 

The Lead PI will provide: Reviewing IRB 
approval letter for the master protocol, 
approved protocol, approved consent form 
template. 

For non-commercial IRBs: Obtain 
documentation of acceptance to serve as 
Reviewing IRB, e.g., acceptance documented 
in online reliance system or signed Letter of 
Acknowledgement. 

The UCLA PI will use the approved consent 
form template to develop a UCLA site -
specific consent form (if applicable), using 
the UCLA Reliance Consent Form Checklist. 

UCLA PI will apply for any other 
applicable ancillary review(s). 

The UCLA Reliance staff will 
evaluate the request to determine if it 
meets the requirements for reliance; 
assess local context requirements; and 
ensure the UCLA site specific consent 
form contains all required language 
(if applicable).  

Necessary edits and/or clarifications 
will be requested via correspondence 
with the study team until it is 
determined reliance is acceptable. 

The PI will receive an 
Acknowledgement of External 
Review notice in BruinIRB, 
indicating UCLA’s agreement to rely 
on the reviewing IRB. The 
Acknowledgement notice should be 
provided to the Reviewing IRB. 

The PI will receive notification from 
the OHRPP staff explaining why 
UCLA cannot rely.  

If reliance is not acceptable  

If the reviewing IRB will not serve as 
the reviewing IRB for UCLA, submit 
a full application in webIRB for 
review by the UCLA OHRPP office.  

Yes 

No 

The Lead PI will request Reviewing 
IRB approval to add UCLA as a site, 
including review and approval of the 
accepted UCLA-specific consent 
form, as applicable.  Documentation 
of the reviewing IRB’s approval will 
be submitted to BruinIRB.  
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https://ora.research.ucla.edu/OHRPP/Documents/Researchers/How_To_Submit_a_Request_to_Rely_on_a_Commercial_IRB_in_BruinIRB.pdf
https://ora.research.ucla.edu/OHRPP/Documents/Researchers/How_To_Submit_a_Request_to_Rely_on_a_Commercial_IRB_in_BruinIRB.pdf
https://bruinirb.research.ucla.edu/IRB/sd/Rooms/DisplayPages/LayoutInitial?Container=com.webridge.entity.Entity%5bOID%5bF0B7A9452D9711EE23A8E8BF05482200%5d%5d
https://ora.research.ucla.edu/OHRPP/Documents/Policy/3/CF_Checklist_Reliance.pdf
https://webirb.research.ucla.edu/WEBIRB/Rooms/DisplayPages/LayoutInitial?Container=com.webridge.entity.Entity%5bOID%5bAC482809EC03C442A46F2C8EEC4D75D3%5d%5d

